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BISHOP HELPS CLEAR WAY FOR DREDGING PROJECTS
Administrative Error Almost Resulted in Major Delay

Southampton, NY: Congressman Tim Bishop helped clear the way for planned dredging projects
of Moriches and Shinnecock Inlets, after an administrative error almost resulted in disaster.   

When the US Army Corps of Engineers opened the bidding process on the dredging contract, they
received bids from Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Company of Oak Brook, IL, and Weeks Marine,
Inc. of Cranford, NJ.  Great Lakes Dredge offered the lowest bid.  Case closed? Not exactly.
 
Because of a clerical error, Great Lakes had the wrong room number for where to submit the bid. 
As a result, their representative had a frantic 15-minute search for the right room, resulting in the
bid being submitted one-minute late. Weeks Marine appealed the Corps’ decision to accept Great
Lakes’ bid to the General Accounting Office (GAO), arguing that the proposal was invalid
because of its late arrival.

Had the GAO taken the full 100 days to consider the appeal—which they often do—it would have
resulted in delaying the project until Fall, 2004, because environmental conditions would not be
right.  After talking with representatives of the Army Corps about the harm a delay could cause,
Bishop sent a letter to the GAO urging them to expedite their process.  Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton also sent a letter to the GAO on this project. 

“This dredging has been put off for too long already—forcing it to wait another summer could
mean the loss of boats, business, and very likely, human life,” Bishop wrote in his letter to GAO. 
“It is critical that your agency quickly issues a ruling on this dispute, so that the project can
proceed on schedule.”

After receiving the letter as well as several follow-up calls, the GAO rejected Weeks Marine’s
appeal, nearly two months before the deadline.  The Corps of Engineers hailed the decision.

“We are extremely gratified that GAO provided an extremely quick turnaround and ruled in our
favor.  This important work could have been cancelled for this year had GAO taken the full 100
days allowed,” said Joe Vietri, Deputy Chief of Planning Division, Corps of Engineers, New York
District.  “We appreciate Congressman Bishop's assistance in helping to get a quick decision.” 

“I am very glad that these vital dredging projects will not be delayed because of an administrative
error,” Bishop said.  “These projects are too important for the safety of our communities.”
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